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Bethany 2010 Musical

     If you are wandering the halls after the last bell has 
rung and you see high school students running around 
in sailor outfits, nun habits, or other traditional Austrian 
garb, you have probably guessed that performance week 
for The Sound of Music will soon be upon us. 
     Everyone knows the classic tale of Captain von Trapp 
hiring a nun named Maria to take care of his seven chil-
dren.  In the meantime, the Nazis close in on Austria, try-
ing to convince them to join Germany in the Anschluss.  
Most people have either seen or heard of this musical, so 
they already know how it ends. Rest assured, the ending 
will not be changed solely to surprise the audience. But 
what may be new to the audience is the way in which 
the Bethany actors portray the characters. This will be 
done in a way some may not expect; in other words, they 
are not trying to be like the characters in the movie! The 

stage version was produced before the movie, so don’t 
be surprised if the show is different in some respects.   
     This cast is so full of dynamic characters that it is 
sure to be a hit with audiences of all types.  From har-
monious nuns to stoic Nazi soldiers, energetic children 
to talented festival dancers, this diversity allows all 
viewers to have someone to identify with. “I’ve had 
such a great time working with the actors in this musi-
cal,” said Anna Nafziger ’12 , who plays Gretl, the 
smallest member of the von Trapp family.  “It’s been 
a great bonding experience and I think that it shows 
onstage.” 
      Bethany’s performance of The Sound of Music will 
be an interesting and entertaining take on the individual 
personalities of the characters and also displays a wide 
array of acting abilities, while still keeping to the story 
that everyone knows and loves. Performance dates are 
Thursday-Saturday, March 11-13, at 7:30 p.m., and 
Sunday, March 14 at 3:00 p.m.

By Marissa Weldy

XXI Winter Olympics: The Failures
By Emma Gerig

     There are a lot of individual stories of both inspira-
tion and failure in the Olympic events: those of Johnny 
Spillane and Billy Demong who, won a Nordic event for 
the first time in U.S. history, along with several silvers 
and a gold. Joannie Rochette’s short program in figure 
skating touched the world as did her personal story, with 
her mother dying just days before the competition then 
taking the bronze medal. German speed skater Daniela 
Anschutz-Thoms finished fourth in her speed skating 
event for the 15th time in 12 years, missing a medal by 
0.03 seconds. There are many of these stories. However, 
since there are so many of them, let’s look at something 
bigger: Russia.
     Typically, Russia has dominated the Winter Olympics. 
However, this time Russia was in fifth place with only 13 
medals. This would be respectable for any other country, 
but not for Russia. This performance is downright shame-
ful for those who dominated the Winter Olympics for the 
past number of years.
     They missed out on gold for couples figure skating, 
which had not happened in the past 12 Winter Olympic 

events. In fact, they did not get gold in any figure skat-
ing event. Their men’s hockey team’s loss to Canada 
was tragic; headlines in Russian newspapers featured 
“Nightmare in Vancouver” and “The Red Machine 
Runs into a Maple Tree”.
     This same sad story reverberates throughout most 
of the typically Russian-dominated events. It is an even 
bigger disappointment that Russia has to host the next 
Winter Olympics in Sochi with such a disappointing 
exit to the XXI Winter Olympics.
     The liberal Democrats of Russia are pointing their 
fingers at Sports Minister Vitaly Mutko, hoping to give 
him the boot. Prime Minister Vladimir Putin did not se 
em to think it was a bad idea either.
     Boris Gryzlov, a top official of the ruling party, said 
in a speech, “Anything under fourth place for our team 
will certainly be a failure, including for those who 
oversee athletics in our country.”
     In the end, the bar was lowered for Russian expecta-
tions, leaving with only three golds, something unheard 
of for the winter sports-dominated country.
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ADD: A Dime a Dozen

     ADD, now classified as Attention Deficit Hyperactiv-
ity Disorder (ADHD), is a developmental disorder caused 
by a lag in impulse control. Its most noticeable symptoms 
include being easily distracted, having difficulty com-
pleting tasks, fidgeting constantly, and having an overall 
tendency to be unable to focus. Recently, the Reflector 
decided to poll Bethany students to see how ADHD af-
fects our student body.
     Out of the 152 students asked, 17 percent had been 
diagnosed with ADHD and an additional 17 percent be-
lieved they had undiagnosed ADHD. This means that we 
believe 34 percent of all Bethany students are affected by 
ADHD. However, the national average of those under the 
age of 19 with ADHD is a mere 3 to 5 percent.  How can 
ADHD be far more prevalent in Bethany than it is nation-
ally?
     It is likely that as time goes on and more recent per-
centages are determined, the trend will mirror the Beth-
any figure. In fact, the number of ADHD diagnoses has 

been on the rise. Some experts attribute this to doctors, 
teachers, and parents that misunderstand the symp-
toms of ADHD. Others do not even believe that such a 
disorder exists, that it is solely how some individuals 
normally behave — their personalities.
      Such extreme diagnosis would not be an issue if 
not for overmedication. Many with ADHD take pre-
scription drugs, such as Ritalin or Adderall, designed 
to increase attention. However, besides suppressing the 
more “unconventional” habits of those with ADHD, 
the drugs have been shown to have numerous long- and 
short-term effects on their users.
     It seems ADHD is used in some circumstances as a 
scapegoat, a reason for abnormal behavior. I recognize 
that ADHD is, in some cases, a truly debilitating dis-
ability. But, this cannot be true for such a significant 
portion of our population. 34 percent is a bit too much. 
There is an incessant need in this nation to label and 
explain everything. When will we stop making excuses 
and attempting to homogenize the populace? When will 
we be ourselves and not feel the need to “be ADD”?

By Misha Rebec

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

What sport would you add to the Winter Olympics?

“Ice fishing.”

Ben Bontreger, 
◄ 2011 

“Ice sack-
racing.”

Austin 
Loucks, 
◄ 2010

“That one sport 
where you ride a 
horse through the 
snow while pulling 
someone on a snow-
board.” (Skijorring)

Maddie Gerig 
2013 ►

By James Helmuth

“Baby ice skating. Or 
curling with babies.”
Anna Nafziger, 

2012

◄

“Icicle sword fight-
ing.”

Hank Willems 
Faculty ►
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